Chapter 1 Vocabulary


1) Observation: Information obtained through any of the senses.
2) Inference: a conclusion (or best guess) based on some observation/s.

3) Earth science: is the name for the group of sciences that deals with Earth and its neighbors in space.

4) Geology: study of Earth.
5) Oceanography:  Integrated sciences of chemistry, physics, geology, and biology which studies the composition and movements of seawater, as well as coastal processes, seafloor topography, and marine life.
6) Meteorology:  the study of the atmosphere and the processes that produce weather and climate.
7) Astronomy: the study of the universe
8) Hydrosphere: the water portion of our planet.
9) Atmosphere: Earth’s gaseous envelope.
10) Geosphere: Layer beneath both the atmosphere and the which is divided into three main parts based on differences in composition—the core, the mantle, and the crust.
11) Biosphere: Zone that extends from the ocean floor upward for several kilometers into the atmosphere which includes all life on Earth.
12) Core: the innermost layer of Earth, located beneath the mantle; The core is divided into an outer core and an inner core.
13) Mantle: the 2890-kilometer-thick layer of Earth located below the crust.
14) Crust: the thin, rocky outer layer of Earth.
15) Latitude: the distance north or south of the equator, measured in degrees.
16) Longitude: the distance east or west of the prime meridian, measure in degrees.
17) topographic map: a map that represents Earth’s surface in three dimensions; It shows elevation, distance, directions, and slope angles.
18) contour line: line on a topographic map that indicates an elevation; Every point along a contour line has the same elevation.
19) contour interval: on a topographic map, tells the distance in elevation between adjacent contour lines.
20) System: any size group of interacting parts that form a complex whole.
