       Chapter 13 Vocabulary




Earth’s History

· Precambrian - immense geological time, from Earth’s distant beginnings 4.56 billion years ago until the start of the Cambrian period, over 4 billion years later.

· Shields are large, relatively flat expanses of ancient metamorphic rock within the stable continental interior.

· Stromatolites - distinctively layered mounds or columns of calcium carbonate which are not the remains of actual organisms but are the material deposited by algae.

· Paleozoic – era that followed the Precambrian, starting 540 million years ago.

· Gondwana - a vast southern continent that encompassed the five continents of South America, Africa, Australia, Antarctica, and part of Asia, during the Cambrian, Ordovician, and Silurian periods.

· Laurasia - the continental mass that formed the northern portion of Pangaea, consisting of present-day North America and Eurasia.

· Dinosaurs - land-dwelling reptiles that thrived during the Mesozoic era. 

· Gymnosperms - seed-bearing plants that do not depend on free-standing water for fertilization.

· Mammals - animals that bear live young and maintain a steady body temperature which were able to replace reptiles as the dominant land animals in the Cenozoic era.

· Angiosperms - flowering plants with covered seeds—replaced gymnosperms as the dominant land plants.

