Water Cycle - The unending circulation of Earth’s water among the oceans, the atmosphere, the solid Earth, and the biosphere.

Precipitation – Cloud particles heavy enough to fall.
Evaporation – Transformation of a liquid to a gas.
Infiltration - the movement of surface water into rock or soil through cracks and pore spaces.
Runoff – Water moving over the surface.
Transpiration - the release of water into the atmosphere from plants through the ground.
Gradient - is the slope or steepness of a stream channel.

Stream Channel - The course or path water in a stream follows.
Discharge - The volume of water flowing past a certain point of a stream in a given unit of time.  

Tributary – A stream that empties into another stream.

Base Level - Lowest point to which a stream can erode.
Meanders - The many bends in a streams course or path, which develop in a broad, flat-bottomed valley that is near its base level.
Bedload - is the solid material too large to carry in suspension which bounces drags or rolls along the streambed.

Capacity - The maximum load a stream can carry.
Alluvium - Deposition which occurs as the result of stream flow dropping below the critical settling velocity of a certain particle size.
Deltas – A flat fan shaped accumulation of sediment formed where a stream enters a lake or ocean.

Natural Levee - High banks which parallels a stream and helps to contain its waters, except during floodstage.

Floodplain -  the flat, low-lying portion of a stream valley subject to periodic flooding.

Flood - occurs when the discharge of a stream becomes so great that it exceeds the capacity of its channel and overflows its banks.

Flood Control - includes artificial levees, flood control dams, and placing limits on floodplain development.

Drainage Basin - The land area that contributes water to a stream.
Divide - An imaginary line that separates the drainage basins of one stream from another.
Zone of Saturation - The area where water fills all of the open spaces in sediment and rock. 

Groundwater - The water within the ground.

Water Table - The upper level of the saturation zone of groundwater.

Porosity - The percentage of pore spaces in rock which determines how much groundwater can be stored.
Permeability - Ability to transmit water through connected pore spaces.
Aquifers - Permeable rock layers or sediments that transmit groundwater freely.
Spring – Anywhere the water table intersects the ground surface.

Hot Springs - Water which is 6–9ºC warmer than the average air temperature of the locality.
Geysers – Area where water turns to steam and erupts.
Well - A hole bored into the zone of saturation.
Artesian Well - is any formation in which groundwater rises on its own under pressure with out pumping.

Cone of Depression - A drop in the water table caused by pumping out ground water.

Cavern - A naturally formed underground chamber.
Travertine - A form of limestone that is deposited by hot springs or as a cave deposit.
Karst Topography - Formed by dissolving rock at, or near, Earth's surface featuring sinkholes and caverns.

Sinkholes - surface depressions form when bedrock dissolves and caverns collapse.

